The Question of the Age 

Matt 16:13-18 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?" 14 And they said, "Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets." 15 He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" 16 Simon Peter replied, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 17 And Jesus answered him, "Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. ESV

Luke 18:6-8 And the Lord said, "Hear what the unrighteous judge says. 7 And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long over them? 8 I tell you, he will give justice to them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?" ESV

_______________________________________________________________________

The Bible is the story of mankind from God’s perspective and records the revelation of God’s grace and plan to humanity.  This revelation is progressive in nature in that Adam and Noah and the people who lived way back in the days of Genesis could not come close to grasping the fullness of knowledge and greatness of God that we can know today.  Slowly, over time, God revealed more and more of Himself to us until today, we can know Him in a way that Abraham and Job only dreamed of!  You and I live in the age of Grace and it is a wonderful time to live for God – what a pity that in this day of light and revelation and power so few people really give God even more than a few second’s worth of attention in their lives.  

The Bible, then, can be divided into various ages, where God would reveal a little bit more of His plan to mankind as each age passed into the next.  These ages – or time periods – all have certain things that were required of man for salvation and each have distinctive features and each has heroes and zeroes that fulfilled and ignored God’s commands and word.  We do a long-term Bible Study on Tuesday nights where we explore the details of each of these ages and I will not bother to try to recap what is a year’s worth of learning into one sermon.  Fortunately, I don’t have to, because within each age, there is always a key question that God asks of man.  That is, within each age there are all sorts of questions that men and women asked of God, but there is also always a question that God asked of man that He was very interested in how humanity answered.  This question of God always summed up what God was trying to get across during that particular time period and determined whether or not the person answering received what God was trying to give them.  To please God, to grasp truth, and to have your life changed as God desired to change it, you had to be able to correctly answer the question – the question asked by God; the question of the age.  

The first age, was a time marked by innocence and was the era of Adam and Eve living in the Garden of Eden, serving God, their creator.  The age of innocence came to a screeching conclusion when Adam sinned by going against God’s commandment and eating of the forbidden fruit.  The Bible tells us that upon his sin, Adam felt shame and realized that he was naked and so he and Eve hid themselves in the garden when God came on His customary visit in the cool of the evening.  What a sad picture:  a holy, faithful, and good God looking for His prized creation who is hiding from Him!  And here in that setting, at the close of the era, God asked the question of the age:

Gen 3:9 But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, "Where are you?" ESV   

God knew exactly Adam’s location – this question is not asked for God’s benefit but rather for Adam’s sake.  God can only save someone who admits their need for salvation.  God can only help someone who realizes and admits that they need help.  And so He asked the question, wanting to know how Adam would answer it.  Did Adam realize that his sin had brought about this trouble in his life and this space between he and God?  Did Adam realize where he was and why, spiritually?  “Adam, where are you?”

The question of that first age still applies to many here.  In fact, until you correctly answer that first question, it is pointless to move on to anything else in the Bible.  God is still first asking you a very important question:

Do you know where you are because of what sin has done?

Do you realize that your spiritual location and your present circumstances has much to do with sin in your life that has separated you from God?  Do you realize that you are a sinner that needs a Savior and that you need deliverance from some things?  Do you know where you are because of sin, or – asked another way – do you realize that you are where you currently are because of the effects of sin?  If you do not or you will not admit that or answer the question, God can do nothing for you.  He can only save those who admit that they need saving.  He can only help those who realize that they need help and without Him have no ability to get help.  God is moved by humility and turned off by pride.  He is attracted to those who call on Him and entrust themselves to Him and who will not put on false fronts and pretend to be something that they are not.  He can only help those who correctly answer the question of that first age!

The correct answer to the question, by the way, was not as Adam answered.  Adam finally came out and quickly blamed the woman and indirectly, God Himself.  “This woman that You gave me, God, she tempted me.”  Um, bad answer, Adam, and the result of that answer will be greater hardship and greater toil and a harder life than you would have had, had you answered correctly.  The correct answer is not to blame others or shun responsibility.  “Adam, you knew clearly what God had commanded and you watched silently as Eve went against it without bothering trying to stop her and then you very willfully and without remorse violated the commandment of God, yourself.”  “It’s also not God’s fault, Adam, because He very clearly warned you of the dangers of it and is here to help you in the situation and yet you blame Him?  That’s as ludicrous as warning someone not to jump off a cliff and then as they lie on the ground a hundred feet down, dying from a broken neck, to blame the person who warned you of the jump and then refusing their help when they offer to take you to the hospital!”  

The correct answer is not to blame others and the correct answer is not to blame or get mad at God.  The correct answer is to say, “you know, I’m in this mess in my life because of my own willful actions.  I made mistakes, I made ungodly and foolish choices and I have nobody to blame but myself.”  But when you answer correctly and you admit that your location has much to do with your sin, then you place yourself in a position where God can be your Savior and do something about it to help you!  Your correct answer to the question determines God’s response!  Do you want grace and mercy and salvation rather than further judgment, answer the question of the age correctly?  Do you know the answer?  Are you answering correctly?  Can you admit that your situations in life and things that bug you and bring you shame and stress are largely a result of your own foolish actions?  If you can admit that, then there’s help for you in God.  If not, God cannot help you.  Much is riding on how you answer the question of the age!  

______________________________________________________________________

Adam and Eve were cast from the Garden of Eden but yet God did in His mercy usher in a new age and era.  And God provided a way for temporary reprieve of their sins through blood sacrifice.  This commandment of God was passed from Adam to his sons and yet his first two sons responded vastly different to the commandment.  Abel, the youngest son at the time, offered to God precisely what He asked for in offering a blood sacrifice of a lamb of first quality.  Cain, the eldest son, offered an imprecise substitute, fruit and vegetables that had no blood and God was not pleased.  It is often missed that God did not reject Cain’s sacrifice immediately but gave him a space and a time to redo it and make it right.  It is in this time period that God spoke with Cain and where we find the question of that age asked by God:

Gen 4:6-7 The Lord said to Cain, "Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? 7  If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, but you must rule over it." ESV

That middle question is the question of the age:  “If you do well, will you not be accepted?”  “I have provided a way out for your sins and have given specific instructions of what to do to receive mercy and forgiveness and yet you would ignore the specifics as if it is not a big deal?  If you do what I have precisely asked will you not receive what I have promised to do, but if not, will you not receive forgiveness?”  I’m hoping that you answered the first question of the first age correctly in admitting that you need God’s help and that you need a Savior.  If so, then this second question is being asked of you today by God:

Do you realize that only obedience to My commands will bring salvation?

God has made a way out!  He has provided Himself a sacrifice to fulfill sin and it was a blood sacrifice, the sacrifice of the Lamb of God at Calvary on the cross.  And He has given us very specific instructions on how to apply that sacrifice to our lives today.  Jesus said, “unless you repent of your sins, you will die in them.” (Luke 13:3).  He also taught that “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved” (Mark 16:16).  He also taught that being baptized – being born of the water – was not enough but that you must be born of the water and of the Spirit to enter the kingdom of heaven. (John 3:5)  John the Baptist preached the same exact message before Christ and Simon Peter preached the same exact message after Christ:  that you must repent of your sins which involves asking God for forgiveness and turning from them in a spiritual about face, that you must be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness and washing away of those sins, and that you must be filled with the Holy Spirit just as it was poured out on the Day of Pentecost.  That is the only salvational plan ever taught by Jesus and His disciples and yet there are people who want to quibble over it today or who want to ignore certain details of it or say, “God’s not that picky and doesn’t require exact obedience.”  They are failing miserably at answering a question that was asked very, very long ago and should already be forever settled!  

I’ll ask you again:  “do you not realize that God has provided a sacrificial plan but that you must obey it exactly as He has commanded it?”  It is His grace that has provided such a plan because not one of us deserve it!  It is His mercy that has given us a way out because all of us have sinned and come short of the glory of God and deserve judgment rather than salvation.  But God has a right to provide a blueprint of what to do.  And God still demands obedience to His Word.  Salvation doesn’t come by your own works, but it does come through obedience.  And God still requires precise and specific obedience.

Water Baptism is still commanded but it still matters precisely how you are baptized.  The Biblical way is still by immersion only after you are old enough to believe in Jesus for yourself and to have someone say, “in the name of Jesus Christ.”  Repentance is still commanded but it still matters precisely how you repent.  It still must be repentance and confession directly to God and not to man, priest, or idol.  It still involves more than just saying “I’m sorry” but must be a turning away of continuing to do those things.  The question of the age of old is still very important:  God has provided very specific instructions to give you a way out of judgment for your sins, yet do you not realize that only by doing what God has precisely asked and through specific obedience will you do well?  If not, further judgment lies at the door!  Can you answer correctly the question of the age of long ago?

_______________________________________________________________________

I’ll move quickly because God wants us to get to the question of this present age, the question that He will ask to be answered at His soon return.  To move on and to find the question of the next era of Biblical history after the Flood you must go to the story of a man who lived in that post-Flood era, Job.  The book of Job is a long and lengthy play outlining the events of Job’s life and has thirty something chapters of Job’s friends taking turns explaining why things have happened in his life as they have and giving advice.  In the 38th chapter, though, everything changes and God shows up and for four chapters, God begins to ask the questions and asks the questions of Job and of his four friends.  You can read all of the questions that God asks on your own time, but all of those four chapters can be summed up with the first question that God asked Job and his friends:

Job 38:2 "Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? ESV

In other words, God was asking Job, “Who are you going to listen to, the advice and counsel of all your friends who think that they know everything, or me, who does know all things?”  Through this question, God was asking Job, “Who are these people who you are listening to and starting to believe and trust in their answers?  Aren’t they men and aren’t they simply darkening true counsel by giving you answers that they don’t even know anything about?”  The question of Job’s age, then, is:

Will you trust and believe in and act upon God’s Word the most or will you instead listen and heed the counsel of men?

That question is still needing to be answered in some of your lives, today.  You’ve got situations and dilemmas and you’re getting all sort of input from various sources, but which will you believe, and which will you put more trust into?  Will you believe the psychologists and the therapists and the agnostics?  Will you trust in the beliefs of current public opinion?  Will you trust in the words of your friends or other influential people in your life?  Or maybe the words and directions given to you by family?  Or will you put the most stock in and trust and lean upon the clear instruction of what God’s Word tells you to do?  And before you decide that, consider, which of the choices really knows what they are talking about?  

How do you answer the question in your life?  How have you been answering the question?  Have you done everything anybody else suggests, and yet you scoff at the “old fashioned” teachings and instruction of the timeless Word of God?  Who knows humanity better than their Creator?  Who knows all things and who knew you before you were ever formed in your mother’s womb?  How foolishly we answer the question of Job’s age when we trust in what people tell us to do or trust in what we feel or think rather than going with the Word of the God who rules this universe and uses the earth as His footstool!  The question of the age is being asked of you by God; who do you turn to more?  Why do you turn to people who only give darkened counsel and who do not have the light of God’s truth in their life?  Why do you heed so much what you want to hear and shun God’s Word when it tells you something that you don’t want to hear?  Will you listen and act upon the commandments of a God who is all-knowing and loving and only wants the best for you, or will you instead heed the counsel of men?  Talking about that much – much! – is riding on how you answer the question of the age!

______________________________________________________________________  

Starting with Abraham, God began a new era, an age of great and glorious promises!  God comes to a man without a child and begins to make him great and magnificent promises that will be fulfilled not only in his life, but in his descending generations.  God loves to take someone who seemingly has no promise or means to get it and make them great promises that will come if they will act and fulfill God’s conditions!  God loves making the greatest promises to those who at first seemingly have the least qualifications or conditions conducive to such things!  

But God sticks to His promises and Abraham believes them and fulfills his part of the bargain.  And finally comes the time when God is going to give Abraham and Sarah – people that are nearing their 100th and 90th birthday respectively – their first child!  When Sarah hears God make Abraham this promise of a child in her old age, she laughs and thinks to herself, “how in the world can that happen?  After I’m old and withered and yet he says that I’m going to give birth?”  It is at this juncture that God turns to Abraham and asks a question:

Gen 18:13-14 The Lord said to Abraham, "Why did Sarah laugh and say, 'Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?' 14  Is anything too hard for the Lord? At the appointed time I will return to you about this time next year, and Sarah shall have a son." ESV  

That middle question is the question of the age of promise.  And indeed it is being asked of us today:

Is anything too hard for the Lord?

The truth is that every person under the sound of my voice are in the faces of great promises, today.  There are so many wonderful things that have been promised to you in God’s Word if you would only fulfill what He has asked you to do!  But we tend to limit God to only what we have personally seen Him do.  We tend to only admit His power in ways that we have experienced for ourselves already!  And our natural human disposition when faced with great and seemingly, “pie in the sky” promises is to doubt.  

But let me ask the question of the age for God, today:  is anything too hard for the Lord?  He can heal a headache, but is cancer beyond His reach?  He can give a child to a young woman, can He not restore a child to an older one?  He can heal broken bones, can He not heal broken homes?  He can forgive sins, can He not restore what sin destroyed?  I’m talking about anything:  is anything too hard for the Lord?

The old Bible college trick question when talking about this scripture was, “can God create a rock so heavy that He cannot pick it up?”  That’s a foolish question because God cannot fail so therefore God cannot allow Himself to make a problem that He cannot solve!  The real question today is, “can you and I – human beings – make a rock of a problem or situation or dilemma that God cannot move, fix, or solve?”  Do we have the ability to create something that overwhelms God’s great power!?  I don’t think so, but we do in one sense.  Because what God does in our life will be defined and limited by our answer to the question.  Oh, He is able to do abundantly and exceedingly above all that we can ask or think.  But before you question God, answer His question, the question of the age.  There are only two answers: yes or no, but, oh, so much is riding on how you answer the question.  I know how I choose to answer the question in my life, but how do you answer the question in your life because what you received depends upon your answer.  Is anything too hard for the Lord?  Answer carefully, this question of the age of old!  

______________________________________________________________________  

So we come to our texts and we come much, much closer to modern times.  From Exodus until Jesus died on the cross is known as the Era of Moses’ Law.  It was a time of elaborate sacrifices and ceremonial rituals.  But it culminated and brought us to the birth and life of Christ.  Most people don’t realize that Jesus Christ had to die on Calvary to fulfill the law so the Laws of Moses and that age of law was still in effect through Jesus’ ministry.  We, today, are in the current age of Grace but Grace didn’t start until after Jesus died on Calvary and was resurrected.  His earthly ministry, that we read about so wonderfully in the Gospels was under the age of Mosaic Law.  

The question of that age is found in our first text and as His death drew near, Jesus wanted to make sure that His disciples at least grasped the correct answer to the question.  He would be killed by those who answered the question wrongly, and so to make sure that those who professed to be the closest to Him knew the answer, Jesus took time one day to ask the disciples privately:

Matt 16:13-18 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?" 14 And they said, "Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets." 15 He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" 16 Simon Peter replied, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 17 And Jesus answered him, "Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. ESV

The rock that Jesus would build His church upon was the revelation of the answer that He asked them, not necessarily the man, Peter.”  Peter would be used mightily to open the doors of Grace and be handed the keys to that kingdom, but the church would be founded upon the revelation to the question that Jesus had asked.  The question of the age of Law – the whole point of all of the Mosaic Law – was this:

Do you know fully who Jesus Christ is?

Jesus began first by asking the disciples, “who do people say that the Son of Man is?”  And the people of His day largely missed the correct answer to the question of their age.  Everything about Jesus’ life was to prove His identity!  He was born in Bethlehem to a virgin because the prophecies of the Old Testament of Law said that the Messiah, the Savior to come would be born in such conditions.  Every detail of His life perfectly fulfilled the prophecies and every aspect of His then coming death would perfectly fulfill hundreds and even thousands of scriptural prophecies that said, “this will be the Messiah, the Savior.”  But fulfilling all of that perfectly would do no good unless the people of the day realized it!  And sadly the people of the day largely missed it.  To the question they would more commonly answer, “He’s John the Baptist, or Elijah, or Jeremiah, or one of the prophets resurrected.”  He wasn’t one of the prophets resurrected, but rather the One of whom the prophets had spoken about who would one day resurrect the prophets!  

And so Jesus turned to His own disciples to see if anybody in the inner group had grasped the correct answer to their age.  One had, Simon, and he said boldly, “You are the Christ, the Messiah, the Son of the Living God!”  In other words, you are the One who was prophesied about, and you are God in flesh coming to save us!  Read the Old Testament prophecies of the coming Messiah closely and you will find that God promised that the Savior would be none other than His very self – God Almighty coming in flesh to save mankind.  Isaiah prophesied of the son that would be born of the virgin girl and said that this son, would be called, “Wonderful Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6)  Later on, Isaiah would thunder the words of the Almighty God Himself who said, “there is no other savior or deliverer besides me!” (Isaiah 45:21)  The Psalmists would join in and prophesy that David’s Lord would become David’s son.  That is, the One who created David would eventually be born in David’s kingly lineage and both Joseph and Mary were direct descendants of King David!

It was a revelation that Peter got first and yet took the other disciples a little while longer to fully grasp.  Phillip had to ask the question, “Jesus, show us this Father whom you talk about and we will be satisfied,” and Jesus had to bluntly say, “have you been with me so long Phillip and you do not know me?  He who has seen me has seen the Father?”  (John 14:8-10).  It wouldn’t be until after Jesus’ resurrection and second appearance to the disciples that Thomas finally fell to his knees before Jesus exclaiming, “my Lord and my God!” (John 20:28)  Saul/Paul, a Pharisee who only believed in one Lord, the God of the Old Testament, got struck down on the road to Damascus by a great light and when a voice from heaven spoke, he trembling asked, “who are you, Lord?”  and the answer shook him to his very core:  “I am Jesus!”  That revelation would enable Paul to later write, “God was manifest in the flesh.”  (1 Timothy 3:16).  The question of the age was “do you realize fully who this man Jesus is?”  He’s a man, but so much more than a man!  He’s the same God of glory that flung the stars in space, come to earth being born of a woman to fulfill the Law of God and to usher in a new era of Grace! (Colossians 2)  He’s God, come to experience life through the eyes of humanity!  He’s the fullness of everything that God is and will be in bodily form! (Colossians 2:8-9)  

Of course, the question is two thousand years later and in this new age of Grace, do you know the answer to the question of that age?  Do you know fully who Jesus Christ is?  Do you realize that He’s not a part of God, He is all of the fullness of God robed in flesh?  Do you realize that He is a God who loved you enough to come to earth and take on flesh so that He could give that body up as a sacrifice to pay for your sins?  Do you realize that Jesus Christ wants to be to you as He became to Thomas, “your Lord and your God!?”  Do you realize that David’s Lord became David’s son?  Do you know the answer to the question of the age of Law?  That Jesus was more than just a man and more than just a prophet and more than just a healer, but Creator?  That this son born to woman was the Mighty God, and the Everlasting Father and if you have seen Him you have seen the Father?  That He is the image of the invisible God?  (Colossians 1:15)  Do you know the man from Galilee is really from much more than Galilee?  He was born in Bethlehem, only after getting off the one throne of heaven?  Do you know the answer to the question of the age?  Do you know fully who Jesus Christ is?

_______________________________________________________________________         

I close this message by asking you one more question and it is a question first posed by God in Flesh, Jesus Christ.  We are not under the Laws of Moses any more but live in this great and wonderful era of Grace.  In our other text, Jesus revealed the question of God to this generation that will be asked when He returns:  

Luke 18:8b Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?" ESV

Herein is the question of our current age and, again, much is riding on how you answer it and if you answer it correctly.  The issue of our age is not whether or not God can do all that He has promised.  The issue of our age is not whether or not God can do the miraculous or be the answer to every one of our situations.  The issue of our age is not whether or not these things are readily available to us or whether or not we have the Bible available to learn of them.  The issue of our age is not whether we can know God or not or receive promises from Him.  The issue of our age is not whether or not we can find favor with Him and find forgiveness for our sins.  The issue of our age is will there be anyone who will have the faith to believe all of this and act on it!  The question of our age is:

When Jesus Christ comes back, will he find faith in your life?

Faith is more than believing; faith is believing something so much that you act upon it as if it was already done before it has even started.  Faith in God is trusting in God’s Word and principles and continuing in that trust even if at first it seems that the opposite of what was promised is coming true.  Some of you have come today asking God many questions but the real issue is not your questions because God is the answer to all of those things.  There is not a sickness that He cannot heal and a person that He cannot save.  There is not a marriage too far gone that He cannot put back together and a child so estranged that He cannot bring back.  There is not a situation in your life that God’s word and principles and power cannot put back together.  The issue is not the Creator or His power.  To paraphrase our text, the issue is not whether God will show up when He has said that He will show up, the issue is when He shows up, will He find faith or doubt?  

The God of Glory promised that He would show up to those called Him and that He would inhabit the praises of His people.  He has promised that He would show up where two or three meet together in His name and that He is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  And He is here!  He has shown up to do what He said He would do!  He has shown up to be your answer for your issues of life.  The issue is what is He confronted with in your life and what does He find in you, today, now that He’s here?  He has come, does He find faith or doubt?  That is the question of this service; that is the question of the age!      

